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Virginia Legislation 2024 

Act now! Contact your state legislators Act now! 

 

Information from Plant NOVA Natives 

                      

Do you want to see Virginia take meaningful action to curb invasive plants? We need 
everyone to urge their state Delegates and Senators to support upcoming legislation.  

 Things move really fast in this short session! Step one is to see that the bills get out 
of subcommittee. Please contact your representatives immediately if they are on 
either of the Agriculture committees. Click on the names below for their contact 
information. Here are some useful Talking Points. If you are able to actually speak with 
any of them, please let us know! Here is how you find your legislator.  House Agriculture 
Committee 

Lopez (Chair), Clark (Vice Chair), Bulova, Tran, Helmer, Simonds, Willett, Herring, Krizek, Glass, 
Hernandez, Laufer, Ware, Wright, Orrock, Marshall, Wilt, Webert, Bloxom, Fowler, Runion, Kent 

• Senate Agriculture Committee Meets to consider SB 306 (labeling invasive 
plants) this coming Tuesday, 1/16!) 

Marsden (Chair), Obenshain, Stuart, Stanley, Suetterlein, Favola, Hashmi, Hackworth, Roem, 
Williams Graves, Perry, Pekarsky, French, Salim 

 
Your message can be as short as a simple urge to support the bills (include the bill 
numbers, or copy/paste the summaries below), but please personalize it by explaining 
what makes you know that invasive plants are a problem. 

 The budget recommendations are not bills. They go to the money committees - so 

please contact them as well. 

• House Appropriations (First meeting is on 1/15) 

Torian (Chair), Sickles, Bulova, Carr, McQuinn, Krizek, Hayes, Reid, Rasoul, Willett, Sewell, Askew, 
Knight, Austin, Morefield, Bloxom, Marshall, Hodges, Coyner, Wyatt, Wiley, Campbell 

• Senate Finance and Appropriations 

Lucas (Chair), Deeds, Locke, Marsden, Ebbin, McDougle, Obenshain, Stuart, Reeves, Favola, 
Surovell, McPike, Boysko, Pillion, Hashmi 

 We will need your help at several steps along the way and will update this Google Doc, 
which you could bookmark now. Or you could send us your email address so we can 
keep you apprised. 
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Summaries of proposed legislation 

 Sale of invasive plants 

HB47 and SB306  
Require retailers to post a sign warning customers if a plant being sold for outdoor use 
is an invasive plant. Customers currently are unlikely to know if they are buying a plant 
that can cause environmental and economic harm. 
House and Senate committees on Agriculture 

Click here for talking points. 
 

Sale of English Ivy 

HB1167 

Allow local jurisdictions to ban the sale of English Ivy, if they so choose. English Ivy is a 
major killer of trees as well as of native plants at the ground level, and yet it is still for 
sale. It has no respect for property lines. Removal is difficult and costs public and 
private landowners significant amounts of time and money. Non-invasive groundcovers 
are available as alternatives. Agriculture Chesapeake and Natural Resources 
Committee 

Click here for talking points. 

 Invasive plants in VDOT rights of way 

Budget amendment for $500,000 for the Virginia Department of Transportation to create 
a demonstration project removing invasive vines to save trees in their rights of way in 
Fairfax/Arlington/Alexandria. VDOT currently has no budget for invasive plant removal 
unrelated to traffic safety. This bill will provide them an opportunity to work out the 
logistics while starting to address what is a serious situation across the state and which 
is most dire in urban/suburban areas. 

House Appropriations Committee, Senate Finance and Appropriations 

Click here for talking points. 
 

Funding the Virginia Invasives Species Management Plan 

Recommendation from the Virgina Invasive Species Working Group that $2.45 million 
budgeted to fund the  Virginia Invasive Species Management Plan, which was adopted 
in 2018 but not funded. The money would pay for seven additional state positions in four 
different agencies to help eradicate and slow the spread of invasive plant and animal 
species. The recommendation also includes annual money ($365,000) for rapid 
response, land owner assistance, and start-up assistance for new Partnerships for 
Regional Invasive Species Management (PRISMs). 
 
Pesticide control exemptions; herbicide applications by unpaid volunteers 
HB320 
Exempts from the provisions of state pesticide laws and regulations any unpaid 
volunteer who uses or supervises the use of any nonrestricted herbicide with the 
express authorization of a local political subdivision for the sole purpose of controlling 
invasive plants or noxious weeds on properties owned by such local political 
subdivision. The bill provides that such unpaid volunteer shall use such herbicide under 
the direct supervision of a certified applicator and the local political subdivision shall 

https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB47
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB306
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qRMDkFgmJhrQB1eEI4xkn0dmrie2Mwyo9PtiVeg6FOw/edit?usp=sharing
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB1167
https://virginiageneralassembly.gov/house/members/members.php?committee=H01
https://virginiageneralassembly.gov/house/members/members.php?committee=H01
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i9J7RnHq4LtBdge6BgOausQQPqoA51Uz_J8dMDqJv0A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JCtRny-adk7EjkCNBCMR7V8f9YmsaZwlVAczKE1WWnw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.invasivespeciesva.org/document/virginia-invasive-species-mananagement-plan-2018-final.pdf
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB320
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provide instruction to the unpaid volunteer prior to application on (i) the risks associated 
with the herbicide utilized, (ii) the proper use of equipment used to apply the herbicide, 
(iii) other information to prevent an unreasonable adverse effect on the environment, 
and (iv) any other information relevant to the specific herbicide utilized. 

• HB320 was reported out of House Ag subcommittee and goes to the full 
committee next, presumably on Wednesday, 1/24. 

• Click here for talking points. 
Put your public comment here. 
 

 

Related bills 
 

High polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon pavement sealants 
HB 985 
Prohibits the sale or distribution of any pavement sealant that contains polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbon concentrations greater than one percent 
Click here for Chesapeake Bay Foundation Contact Form 
 
HOA restrictions on conservation landscaping 

HB528 

Provides that no association shall prohibit an owner from installing managed 
conservation landscaping, defined in the bill, upon such owner's property unless such 
prohibition was recorded in the declaration for the association. The bill allows 
associations to establish reasonable restrictions concerning the management, design, 
and aesthetic guidelines for managed conservation landscaping features. 
Supporting groups include: Blue Ridge PRISM, Audubon Society of Northern Virginia, 
Virginia Native Plant Society, & Friends of Dyke Marsh  
House General Laws committee. 
Click here for talking points. 

• Bulova (Chair), Carr, Torian, Price, Krizek, Simon, Delaney, Bennett-Parker, Seibold, Cole, McClure, 
Thomas, Knight, Leftwich, Morefield, Fowler, Coyner, Austin, Bloxom, Wiley, Campbell, Arnold 

Local control of gas leaf blowers  
HB 644 and SB 305 
Grant all localities in Virginia the freedom to prohibit or regulate the use of gas-powered 
leaf blowers in their communities as they see fit  
House Counties Cities and Towns Committee, Senate Local Government Committee 
Click here for Talking Points. 
 

Support SB 455 Wildlife Corridor Grant Fund (2024) 
Collisions with wildlife on Virginia roads have serious consequences for both human and wildlife 
safety. SB 455 establishes the Wildlife Corridor Grant Fund which will provide grants for 
projects that conserve or enhance wildlife corridors More 
 

HB 245 
PFAS; facilities that have engaged in manufacture, etc., to produce report on use of 
chemicals 
 
HB 496,  
Waste tire disposal by tire producers and haulers; fee, requirements 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VD8Wmq8NrhE6g7hhPtx7yYqKu90WvuZO/view?usp=sharing
https://hodspeak.house.virginia.gov/committees/H01/bill_feedback
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=241&typ=bil&val=HB985
https://p2a.co/ixY5DgC?p2asource=email20240124
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB528
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+com+H11
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GOnmb6fQWg6CDExw90nRLEU5Gc8dgoCg/view?usp=sharing
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H177
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H212
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H227
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H284
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H281
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H264
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H294
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H334
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H351
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H314
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H375
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H382
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H206
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H262
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H224
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H259
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H315
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H253
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H267
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H329
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H350
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+mbr+H352
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB644
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB305
https://virginiageneralassembly.gov/house/members/members.php?committee=H07
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+com+S7
https://wordpress.com/page/quietcleannova.wordpress.com/972
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB455
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB455
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PaNbzmf_NuiNWtnX2m_LRbJX44kFBS3U/edit
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB245
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB496
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HB 557  

Prohibits the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority from approving any project that 

requires the use of any publicly owned natural spaces unless there is no feasible and 

prudent alternative and the project includes all possible planning to minimize harm to 

the natural area.  Look no further than the Cinder Bed Road Bikeway and George 

Snyder Trail for examples of why HB 557 is needed. 

 
 

Recommendations of Nature Forward: 
 

•  OUTDOOR CATS: Support HB221 to develop a management plan for free-roaming 
cats (see talking points) 
TREES: Support HB170 which would allow the "conservation during land development 
process" code to apply state-wide, not just in NOVA (see talking points).  

•  TREES: Support HB459 which would further strength the current "conservation 

during land development process" code (see talking points).  

•  DATA CENTERS: Support HB337 to disallow data centers being built near parks 
(see talking points).  

•  EVs: Support HB567 to require EV charging stations in large developments (see 
talking points). 
 

•  INVASIVE PLANTS: Support SB306 (companion to HB47 above) to label invasive 

plant species for retail sale (see talking points 

•  TREES: Support SB461 (companion to HB309) to have Dept of Forestry to create a 
statewide tree canopy assessment. 

•  TREES: Support SB121 (companion to HB459 above) which would further strength 
the current "conservation during land development process" code (see talking points)  

•  DATA CENTERS: Support SB285 to require various assessments such as require 
disclosure of water and power usage (see talking points).  
 

Join us (and VCN) for Lobby Day in Richmond: Jan 30-31!  

Our partners at the Virginia Conservation Network (VCN) make it easy for you to 

meet with your legislators in Richmond. VCN sets up meetings between you and your 

delegate and senator in advance. We gather in the morning for an orientation and 

you get talking points on the various bills we are advocating for. You can join on 

Tuesday. Jan. 30 and/or Wednesday, Jan. 31!  

 
 

Litter Free Virginia Legislation Tracker 

https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=241&typ=bil&val=HB557%20target=blank
http://accotink.org/2021/CinderBedRoadBikeway2021.htm
http://www.accotink.org/2020/GeorgeSnyderTrail.htm
http://www.accotink.org/2020/GeorgeSnyderTrail.htm
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB221
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/7m9VDUTsZHJXsX_nbnqDrWU_LFAlvzaK9GvUomQanW9BH_1yPgCnwZ9iAy_njXzMG-iyYLe8xa9EWhPyFwRXmSNsdlWIcUNeFVBps9Ks_1rrwJuNLYl1bRAVb3HDWyll4dRZdhIEE7YumFfTbvNrswbSUjrmuBBUwB6tbzUiwIXKS1nIHmMiUYcJlF8AGj_WQ5iGuL4HJHbDr_kNK_T0FK8VIK2mo6ad3jhqWNmhEYHXlT2WH1jjZ4WLSqivwbTSyMflojlz87ja6-uBS1fZkdnMhUwiCknKn5Dplbz5pva8W7Fe3juVS6VWoA0sAKMiTD4Zc1ZJ1QVYZQ4h31Fedl3xTWXRVU9AHrlGnyES3hY/431/JBQkLU5lT0u4Jiycms2Lrw/h8/vMzgeum-pHbBZT3nYbeD_XVH5GrwBiKBKEt-7rOaV-8
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB170
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/7m9VDUTsZHJXsX_nbnqDrWU_LFAlvzaK9GvUomQanW9BH_1yPgCnwZ9iAy_njXzM5lCy2nl0RpgP-NlGd9YbkovUMaZI0OciIz-O58-ag125PgS8owS7ICeeJTHPv8XB0J8qU1KotPEzitHCN1ZcpIZStxCKWXpwd86bucBWB4kShqZqyV4cIfxgSRKYHS2j6AF4Y5IZbHRE_ja1RSshFirGMxe89SzDfyeQzh1OJMtjuLGisz4Lk_Kgx8GeL2KnaFApByYZbsFU6keiMNcK9r7kf-JmvIy158LCAbRcRRMsrwAph4B8hu-yyr6igr1BWqnw6cuMZ93YdK52E6J_hLQGX6oLsbgNtnFGk2ottdZ-_O10s1nrBSmV3_fmkXbUTjd-IY6T-5cp9pwXoJvU6w/433/M6-9hBgyRsK0hIHudFw16Q/h13/VYqT8BXlAVguegBGk8K_IdHH6as-qPkpp1NfTMCLWMA
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB459
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/7m9VDUTsZHJXsX_nbnqDrWU_LFAlvzaK9GvUomQanW9BH_1yPgCnwZ9iAy_njXzMt033OO1Qbu9Im-1QQfLPOurk-GZ86zGHLO9vQTHmaYOGjg9K1jXyiTI6THMp1w1zRNFkG1I_qwmPwAFMsl83XGKmoSF0cUEG-rSIb4-PnHe7c9iHMLmPLUtH1mI9702Tt2Xw6Pt6TmY0wobI7r6CARRJ8iXtcBj3kf5ChyNz9Q3t3Peiseh9J5EnejlJ6BHHeRlCA8rD3ABwutnVZ_rxRrPuT5J2sEX3oTDVWCUifoEYBh2UdWdXB5WNxq0hyeO_nDieZY-O65P_TisdWkk5Ya8QDEBJn3tvqd_Z_SQw8Kv4Tw98OJumRSMLG2_FpjuEKJkQze5CI6zTQwdxdPO4pA/433/M6-9hBgyRsK0hIHudFw16Q/h14/HPjdITFkFK1-OsrSrlVHCwITi7Z6yVYBXQ9-TMGYRF4
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB337
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/7m9VDUTsZHJXsX_nbnqDrWU_LFAlvzaK9GvUomQanW9BH_1yPgCnwZ9iAy_njXzMCDpjwybFaZRB0VdmDdecTzWJOvRKHXHSjcqpykm0v2D7YTs7UgpD618ojZ6oDeLv5iKnLCgyhvCXu1TAg3oQ_V0j8MPLXWY_6xcGSdCXNJb3E6iMw4A58gsJBCdMD_BMBchWSeIMNqERmtvVkMgFi3T09qGw6eskFe9Uhp-_XfOditnoQVJXXbJUBarwk9-mrg6Qhvw0xsGOjLaKYMBytF9R-2bCzWMo2l6sa4yvQ2_UMAKf6DFR2JQGbrjixHZGzLfsZMbUR8lzkc0PeM-qpjUWfOxGPTdEBr3T5yEf2GhjcgDWMPMovGFkcE2ay3Il/433/M6-9hBgyRsK0hIHudFw16Q/h15/w5MhLp3K_xX2genvxFE8iVQPWhOYqw24pm7Nzk3H5B0
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+HB567
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/7m9VDUTsZHJXsX_nbnqDrWU_LFAlvzaK9GvUomQanW9BH_1yPgCnwZ9iAy_njXzMdugig35CiveJ03GH0loX650oHn7kyg33UV0WElV2lulbY1oGgCE6NeuoaIl6a7rTXRfhwqlV_Z5R_ameJ2yuQiyUcRRnkJXSaegtVu2FHikUUnJ7iH2ihA0V8hZr0D1tUkCrsolSXCnqTS_qMugbo-YeTnbpmylCIH3p74kzk9sKLIDdAZUTJFuaC_u4Oltah7N_-ULK-wfO6EQhV_Ld0vQoLT0s64_E9656TR6wOkXxvF6GKMD0ffqwkBijJZRguMiXyCHILMxDswuNvaKEB-zdHZgShWrfKYG_xUNUhVawt3SlBMGIHo64oifm5m5u/433/M6-9hBgyRsK0hIHudFw16Q/h16/gME2rlJXCYeuxtlX1mq7I487Jkj6cp2fZBP3ynrWOQU
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