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Virginia Legislation 2024

Act now! Contact your state legislators Act now!

OTINK CREEK

Home Page

Information from Plant NOVA Natives

Do you want to see Virginia take meaningful action to curb invasive plants? We need
everyone to urge their state Delegates and Senators to support upcoming legislation.

Things move really fast in this short session! Step one is to see that the bills get out
of subcommittee. Please contact your representatives immediately if they are on
either of the Agriculture committees. Click on the names below for their contact
information. Here are some useful Talking Points. If you are able to actually speak with
any of them, please let us know! Here is how you find your leqgislator. House Agriculture
Committee

Lopez (Chair), Clark (Vice Chair), Bulova, Tran, Helmer, Simonds, Willett, Herring, Krizek, Glass,
Hernandez, Laufer, Ware, Wright, Orrock, Marshall, Wilt, Webert, Bloxom, Fowler, Runion, Kent

e Senate Agriculture Committee Meets to consider SB 306 (labeling invasive
plants) this coming Tuesday, 1/16!)

Marsden (Chair), Obenshain, Stuart, Stanley, Suetterlein, Favola, Hashmi, Hackworth, Roem,
Williams Graves, Perry, Pekarsky, French, Salim

Your message can be as short as a simple urge to support the bills (include the bill
numbers, or copy/paste the summaries below), but please personalize it by explaining
what makes you know that invasive plants are a problem.

The budget recommendations are not bills. They go to the money committees - so
please contact them as well.

e House Appropriations (First meeting is on 1/15)

Torian (Chair), Sickles, Bulova, Carr, McQuinn, Krizek, Hayes, Reid, Rasoul, Willett, Sewell, Askew,
Knight, Austin, Morefield, Bloxom, Marshall, Hodges, Coyner, Wyatt, Wiley, Campbell

e Senate Finance and Appropriations

Lucas (Chair), Deeds, Locke, Marsden, Ebbin, McDougle, Obenshain, Stuart, Reeves, Favola,
Surovell, McPike, Boysko, Pillion, Hashmi

We will need your help at several steps along the way and will update this Google Doc,
which you could bookmark now. Or you could send us your email address so we can
keep you apprised.
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Summaries of proposed legislation
Sale of invasive plants

HB47 and SB306

Require retailers to post a sign warning customers if a plant being sold for outdoor use
is an invasive plant. Customers currently are unlikely to know if they are buying a plant
that can cause environmental and economic harm.

House and Senate committees on Agriculture

Click here for talking points.

Sale of English Ivy

HB1167

Allow local jurisdictions to ban the sale of English Ivy, if they so choose. English lvy is a
major killer of trees as well as of native plants at the ground level, and yet it is still for
sale. It has no respect for property lines. Removal is difficult and costs public and
private landowners significant amounts of time and money. Non-invasive groundcovers
are available as alternatives. Agriculture Chesapeake and Natural Resources
Committee

Click here for talking points.

Invasive plants in VDOT rights of way

Budget amendment for $500,000 for the Virginia Department of Transportation to create
a demonstration project removing invasive vines to save trees in their rights of way in
Fairfax/Arlington/Alexandria. VDOT currently has no budget for invasive plant removal
unrelated to traffic safety. This bill will provide them an opportunity to work out the
logistics while starting to address what is a serious situation across the state and which
is most dire in urban/suburban areas.

House Appropriations Committee, Senate Finance and Appropriations
Click here for talking points.

Funding the Virginia Invasives Species Management Plan

Recommendation from the Virgina Invasive Species Working Group that $2.45 million
budgeted to fund the_Virginia Invasive Species Management Plan, which was adopted
in 2018 but not funded. The money would pay for seven additional state positions in four
different agencies to help eradicate and slow the spread of invasive plant and animal
species. The recommendation also includes annual money ($365,000) for rapid
response, land owner assistance, and start-up assistance for new Partnerships for
Regional Invasive Species Management (PRISMSs).

Pesticide control exemptions; herbicide applications by unpaid volunteers
HB320

Exempts from the provisions of state pesticide laws and regulations any unpaid
volunteer who uses or supervises the use of any nonrestricted herbicide with the
express authorization of a local political subdivision for the sole purpose of controlling
invasive plants or noxious weeds on properties owned by such local political
subdivision. The bill provides that such unpaid volunteer shall use such herbicide under
the direct supervision of a certified applicator and the local political subdivision shall
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provide instruction to the unpaid volunteer prior to application on (i) the risks associated
with the herbicide utilized, (ii) the proper use of equipment used to apply the herbicide,
(i) other information to prevent an unreasonable adverse effect on the environment,
and (iv) any other information relevant to the specific herbicide utilized.

o HB320 was reported out of House Ag subcommittee and goes to the full

committee next, presumably on Wednesday, 1/24.

e Click here for talking points.

Put your public comment here.

Related bills

High polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon pavement sealants

HB 985

Prohibits the sale or distribution of any pavement sealant that contains polycyclic
aromatic hydrocarbon concentrations greater than one percent

Click here for Chesapeake Bay Foundation Contact Form

HOA restrictions on conservation landscaping

HB528

Provides that no association shall prohibit an owner from installing managed
conservation landscaping, defined in the bill, upon such owner's property unless such
prohibition was recorded in the declaration for the association. The bill allows
associations to establish reasonable restrictions concerning the management, design,
and aesthetic guidelines for managed conservation landscaping features.

Supporting groups include: Blue Ridge PRISM, Audubon Society of Northern Virginia,
Virginia Native Plant Society, & Friends of Dyke Marsh

House General Laws committee.

Click here for talking points.

e Bulova (Chair), Carr, Torian, Price, Krizek, Simon, Delaney, Bennett-Parker, Seibold, Cole, McClure,
Thomas, Knight, Leftwich, Morefield, Fowler, Coyner, Austin, Bloxom, Wiley, Campbell, Arnold

Local control of gas leaf blowers

HB 644 and SB 305

Grant all localities in Virginia the freedom to prohibit or regulate the use of gas-powered
leaf blowers in their communities as they see fit

House Counties Cities and Towns Committee, Senate Local Government Committee
Click here for Talking Points.

Support SB 455 Wildlife Corridor Grant Fund (2024)

Collisions with wildlife on Virginia roads have serious consequences for both human and wildlife
safety. SB 455 establishes the Wildlife Corridor Grant Fund which will provide grants for
projects that conserve or enhance wildlife corridors More

HB 245
PFAS; facilities that have engaged in manufacture, etc., to produce report on use of
chemicals

HB 496,
Waste tire disposal by tire producers and haulers; fee, requirements
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HB 557

Prohibits the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority from approving any project that
requires the use of any publicly owned natural spaces unless there is no feasible and
prudent alternative and the project includes all possible planning to minimize harm to
the natural area. Look no further than the Cinder Bed Road Bikeway and George
Snyder Trail for examples of why HB 557 is needed.

Recommendations of Nature Forward:

e OUTDOOR CATS: Support HB221 to develop a management plan for free-roaming
cats (see talking points)

TREES: Support HB170 which would allow the "conservation during land development
process" code to apply state-wide, not just in NOVA (see talking points).

e TREES: Support HB459 which would further strength the current "conservation
during land development process" code (see talking points).

e DATA CENTERS: Support HB337 to disallow data centers being built near parks
(see talking points).

e EVs: Support HB567 to require EV charging stations in large developments (see

talking points).

e INVASIVE PLANTS: Support SB306 (companion to HB47 above) to label invasive
plant species for retail sale (see talking points

e TREES: Support SB461 (companion to HB309) to have Dept of Forestry to create a
statewide tree canopy assessment.

e TREES: Support SB121 (companion to HB459 above) which would further strength
the current "conservation during land development process” code (see talking points)
e DATA CENTERS: Support SB285 to require various assessments such as require
disclosure of water and power usage (see talking points).

Join us (and VCN) for Lobby Day in Richmond: Jan 30-31!

Our partners at the Virginia Conservation Network (VCN) make it easy for you to
meet with your legislators in Richmond. VCN sets up meetings between you and your
delegate and senator in advance. We gather in the morning for an orientation and
you get talking points on the various bills we are advocating for. You can join on

Tuesday. Jan. 30 and/or Wednesday, Jan. 31!

Litter Free Vi rginia

Litter Free Virginia Leqislation Tracker
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https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/7m9VDUTsZHJXsX_nbnqDrWU_LFAlvzaK9GvUomQanW9BH_1yPgCnwZ9iAy_njXzMdugig35CiveJ03GH0loX650oHn7kyg33UV0WElV2lulbY1oGgCE6NeuoaIl6a7rTXRfhwqlV_Z5R_ameJ2yuQiyUcRRnkJXSaegtVu2FHikUUnJ7iH2ihA0V8hZr0D1tUkCrsolSXCnqTS_qMugbo-YeTnbpmylCIH3p74kzk9sKLIDdAZUTJFuaC_u4Oltah7N_-ULK-wfO6EQhV_Ld0vQoLT0s64_E9656TR6wOkXxvF6GKMD0ffqwkBijJZRguMiXyCHILMxDswuNvaKEB-zdHZgShWrfKYG_xUNUhVawt3SlBMGIHo64oifm5m5u/433/M6-9hBgyRsK0hIHudFw16Q/h16/gME2rlJXCYeuxtlX1mq7I487Jkj6cp2fZBP3ynrWOQU
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB306
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/7m9VDUTsZHJXsX_nbnqDrWU_LFAlvzaK9GvUomQanW9BH_1yPgCnwZ9iAy_njXzMiWV0fPw1aBquIEVe0QrkKhbo0TPWshCzydwW2CPEFXNFBAQkBBzeqO-is2zRFe4z9zwB92Y_X0IdI5DPsspEeD0_riCwD15k7jNJF2VeGDm6zzutWdJ5XCzrTiZvySKRPW0pTiMslZdVwSfwfiaQenRqhcEelOh6r0uMKWjlegfp5aDsEY5_ukAuMd6dWdjjsBHQ076tArPVhDZwr9Jg4zjPlJakJ-NKQwN2Ej2IvIjJhYDNCbmq12zjo2P6T5a89PZCYjAuhVdtDAVyayyEQbD4E-OJWWpx6XfDoD-M8AExfhR9p_OWVuyZKbebDeBr2ElcbQFG379so754PLd0eA/433/M6-9hBgyRsK0hIHudFw16Q/h19/baD0s9mJOGPZvtS7lzSNvsboSTWKxGyAmuH-vnCu8c4
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB461
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB121
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/7m9VDUTsZHJXsX_nbnqDrWU_LFAlvzaK9GvUomQanW9BH_1yPgCnwZ9iAy_njXzMt033OO1Qbu9Im-1QQfLPOurk-GZ86zGHLO9vQTHmaYOAI6JshZqZ5GZv0QhY27UFeIfsWptnOu2CDVXPINjVzAvqDfQkivZoatMYAVGSpJyh0-0F8wfrsOwYLkdb1dQBsotHaY9gZS4VrZBu4eoRcXtAZ1LT5aL5o2EI6rJOfaIjQt1z-rtczjmDq00WacNg1Qfg4Onnk6LqqeZWEMZWIHfdr0dDgJ2fr0dS6wvm0CVdP3GbzFeGS-RI55RtC66pAiAQRqcfw43BzL4TvNNrfexy8T849VtFW-XAp0WDe0gi0PI8RLP9mEhciJ5uW6EPv77z1FFHvi86_ZNqtmmGww/433/M6-9hBgyRsK0hIHudFw16Q/h21/zTR7xayYzx39vVg72nEoP7vAayOGbdySSNtpMH-nC_k
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?241+sum+SB285
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/7m9VDUTsZHJXsX_nbnqDrWU_LFAlvzaK9GvUomQanW9BH_1yPgCnwZ9iAy_njXzMk3HoTq1cCkARqZDpTeEoyv1bJM4Ur-jk4YhrbgID-tPcZ7Z42elFfbwlIzHBw2f3R1EFx18cKwY-8eZhfKmRxrJbNZhkb9jRKaldHyfdI0v4AIQBsoQiy0o5VHTMVa_sR75Ze43UugtnlarOPl7PsIcaM_KOIvZAlO2ETov8q4DAFTuPTnAB9qDOsEyyFa7tEvrkkZh1J9ztem-YsqfJxPsvMYFlruZGSSV9yj0IorOiJss-xfUk32sOb-I3r8pv_2dtvmlIf063huQqDFLdpHdAlJreQXL6T0cgAPVgd34JRympZggjs_3idreJZ74C/433/M6-9hBgyRsK0hIHudFw16Q/h23/po6Ai3ZJ7LYpblhKIcFXJsv4nyIxKG5IB9Izj7bvUE0
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/XlxiKm-amnZREMhISCI1HbDZr5w1guMPgl6_CwU5-gBUB-rJyXxK9p8Pv4a-AgSY6_y_vAGQV0sZBAfzoUX90sKPEQgz9RfimGeI_5sZ4dbfODW2KSFYzntUEgPvTLMHLmxsXiHt3zGDpcriJTZwPjhWDThaOAnMjYunWv6o6iIdx2JL7iaQcAWmBsdAU6cHEmRgiRFs7Z-jd3JnvdCliN5bbc3_ch-risLlhFkljhSIf6LW-YpARykJXv9C6-t-fwtLuYdCIeQnzQb7nz5RAc9uA2_W9eg9ipnT9eCmAX8zSuxVF1UmmubHy-K7MS9zlxj3VXIpnSve6rfmNVJuYvBUuWl3GP11ypLU0o6cne4USp0y4ao6bDAT3M42xTXh/431/JBQkLU5lT0u4Jiycms2Lrw/h23/d7U8Njzx0xhx-N2fXRXvBcxsQrpuO7wEFE6qId0bW9w
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/7m9VDUTsZHJXsX_nbnqDrc0cv5rQyKetT43hgMP_iNi9ELb4TmUxsYdzOI7tPxmOc93RvBApyzZI1sylixLafENpl-rGigDaFTyeFN_MdvkmyeN0km7g9wk6HZMavJ-C9U2I7o2fOEG90tIQLbXGz2CPlLUsdoZ2PHmK1oemR0KGn_pseD_2G09Th3QkojEXhs3rtwCSgBhB5gIJPFeruBnI_fOctYTvCRD_aLb37RmXyT9hUOg1Aq_g3fnAPLxwi-q2JRrezQAnHt5WLQI0x3O1QB-RSRyoV8wiwpEUwIB5j5NdnyryU2omub0NNLa1bskPGLvI1WlDG6XaCzbrdg/433/M6-9hBgyRsK0hIHudFw16Q/h24/5G7bIYNm6zDl3o4w5lxmZ2GFqQ_o4IrqFnUeP7neWzU
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/7m9VDUTsZHJXsX_nbnqDrc0cv5rQyKetT43hgMP_iNi9ELb4TmUxsYdzOI7tPxmOTFhjioT6BfcVV76TFSAGzC-DYXI4kAPXiV44qVmD9x7Cs-hZH8RzS0jiDzYyIryPHied9h6VuqRnaEnPiv2blQYwK2j5o1FCprTWgnpsXQYFsQNhnRAKbk_lFRm5vfGVFCD7xGYa7ORRk-Ezt1q0OvYprXIsW4ml_DRbY45gyxggenCMo5CQXJHPwYJ31IKFDSueiqG_U7FTtxsMnvziaGIV8svb1lZS2ahAfmM4VKzBExC9nJuWOzaPJw3cdHB_QvwNeyGwM-8N_d8nRj7ryw/433/M6-9hBgyRsK0hIHudFw16Q/h25/aJPp7WKMlRItkbEMjREO26hAVPsrMglv43CXb_KQ32c
https://litterfreeva.org/legislation-tracker/
https://litterfreeva.org/legislation-tracker/
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